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ALLIANCE  UPDAT ES

Welcome New Executive Director, Jim Ross

The Sierra Nevada Alliance is very pleased to announce
that our new Executive Director, Jim Ross, started work
on February 18. Jim comes to us from the Friends of
the Earth where he has been the Chief Engagement
Officer since 2010 working on a range of grassroots
programs in California and elsewhere and directing the
national development program. He got his start in the
conservation movement with the Appalachian Trail
Conservancy working with the Conservancy’s 40+
member groups from Georgia to Maine helping them
improve the trail and respond to projects threatening the
trail’s integrity. 

Jim’s experience in collaborative activism, development,
and non-profit management dovetail perfectly with the
Alliance goals of protecting and restoring the natural
environment of the Sierra Nevada for future generations
while ensuring healthy and sustainable communities by
strengthening the work of people and organizations
committed to the environmental integrity of the Sierra
and by supporting individuals and groups on region-wide
efforts. 

Jim is wrapping up his work for Friends of the Earth and
is looking forward to hitting the ground running. He’ll be
travelling the Sierra, getting to know you, and sharing
his ideas and vision for the Alliance. Please join us in
welcoming Jim to the Alliance. 

FUNDING

Funding Opportunity with American

Water's Environmental Grant Program

The Environmental Grant Program offers funds for
innovative, community-based environmental projects
that improve, restore or protect the watersheds, surface
water and/or groundwater supplies in our local
communities. We are pleased to offer this modest
assistance to our community partners, while leveraging
local resources and capabilities to make a positive
impact on the environment.

Click here for more information and application.

Funding Opportunity with The Citizens'

Please take a minute to do the 1 minute survey at the bottom of the newsletter,
you will be entered for a chance to win your choice of a Alliance mug or Chico
bag!

CAM PAIGN UPDAT ES

Our monthly update on projects the Regional Climate Change Program is working on
as part of our effort to maintain and improve the health of our beautiful "Range of Light."

Regional Climate Change Program Update

February 19th, 2014
By Gavin Feiger 
Regional Climate Change Senior Program Associate, Sierra Nevada Alliance

The Alliance Helps Create Lake Tahoe’s First Sustainability action Plan

On January 29th, Lake Tahoe’s first Sustainability Action Plan was released. The
Alliance Regional Climate Change Program took a leading role in developing the Plan.
We drafted the Community Engagement chapter, collected public input on the Plan
through the Lake Tahoe Sustainability Collaborative (LTSC), and provided our expertise
in climate change planning, community engagement and outreach, and collaborative
work to the team that developed this Plan and the LTSC. The Plan provides a menu of
quantifiable and achievable strategies for citizens, businesses, tourists and local
governments to undertake in order to make the Tahoe Region more sustainable. This is
a cutting-edge and unique Plan and its “toolkit” nature makes it a model for other
regions in the Sierra. 

The Threat

The last six months offered a glimpse of what climate change may have in store for the
Sierra. Our lungs and eyes experienced the largest wildfire on record in the Sierra, our
record books logged 2013 as the driest year on record, and our feet and skies slip and
scrape over the all-time low snowpack, less than 20% of normal. In 2006, the California
Energy Commission predicted the 80% reduction in snowpack that we are seeing right
now by the end of the century.

Lake Tahoe is warming at twice the rate of the world’s oceans and in 2012 we recorded
the highest average surface water temperature ever. Climate change and warming
conditions in the lake could affect the threat of wildfire and aquatic invasive species,

and could alter the deep water mixing of Lake Tahoe, which keeps the lake healthy.

Globally, regionally, and locally, we all need to do our part to mitigate the worst effects
of climate change while adapting to the changes that are already in motion. Lake

Tahoe’s Sustainability Action Plan is a step in this direction.

Unique solution

The Alliance drafted the Community Engagement chapter of the Plan, helped establish
the Lake Tahoe Sustainability Collaborative and worked with the Collaborative, Tahoe
Basin Partnership for Sustainable Communities, Tahoe Metropolitan Planning
Organization (TMPO), and Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA), and Ascent
Environmental to create the Lake Tahoe Sustainability Action Plan. 
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http://www.amwater.com/corporate-responsibility/environmental-sustainability/environmental-stewardship-and-innovation/environmental-grant-program.html#top
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jmvOi1Fc7tTOnB0Hcx_44X0LUc-rKfBrq5IyRQGlMnw/viewform
http://laketahoesustainablecommunitiesprogram.org/sustainability-action-plan/
http://meteora.ucsd.edu/cap/pdffiles/CA_climate_Scenarios.pdf
http://sustainabilitycollaborative.org/
http://laketahoesustainablecommunitiesprogram.org/sustainability-action-plan/
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Funding Opportunity with The Citizens'

Institute on Rural Design.

CIRD supports rural communities with a population of
50,000 or less located in a non-metropolitan county or a
metropolitan county on the urban fringe. CIRD defines
“community” broadly: not just the town center or area
within the town boundary, but also the surrounding
areas that depend on its goods and services and
contribute an economic base, agricultural land or open
space, and recreational opportunities.

Entities that are eligible to serve as the lead applicant to
coordinate a CIRD workshop in a host community
include but are not limited to: municipal, tribal, or
county governments; local non-profit entities such as
main street organizations, preservation groups,
historical societies, or chambers of commerce; regional
planning organizations; university community design
centers located within 50 miles of the community; or
local for-profit businesses. Two or more communities
may submit a joint application. State-level entities may
support an application, but cannot serve as the primary
applicant.

Click here for more information.

RESOURCES

Position Opening: Community Relations

Manager - Placer Land Trust

Description: TPLT is hiring a Community Relations
Manager (CRM) to replace Karrie Thomas, the first
person in this position (Karrie was employed for six
years at 24 hours/week). At this point, a full-time CRM
is preferred, although part-time may be negotiated. The

CRM is part of PLT’s leadership team, and runs PLT’s
fundraising and outreach activities, working with and
reporting to the Executive Director. The CRM spends a
significant amount of time traveling within the Placer
County/Sacramento area to meet with people, including
mornings, evenings, and weekends. The CRM is
responsible for securing a significant portion of PLT’s

budgeted revenue.

Click here for more information.

Location: Auburn, CA

Position Opening: Development Director -

Mountain Area Preservation

Description: Directs and oversees development
programs including individual gifts and membership
donations, corporate donations and matching gifts,
planned giving, donor recognition, donor cultivation,
direct appeals, grant writing, fundraising events and all
other giving aspects. Works with Executive Director on
development duties and administrative responsibilities in
the office.

Click here for more information

Location: Truckee, CA

Position Opening: Student/Graduate

Assistant in Research Support - Sierra

Nevada Conservancy

The Sustainability Action Plan is unique in a number of ways that make it more than
your traditional Climate Action Plan. We took a toolkit approach, recognizing that there
are a number of cities and counties in the Region with their own planning processes
and timelines and embracing the need to pursue sustainability actions that are difficult
to measure in terms of greenhouse gases. The Plan encourages governments,
agencies, citizens, businesses, and tourists to take a part in creating a sustainable
Lake Tahoe Region. The Plan is designed to allow each of these players to focus on
an aspect of sustainability and provides resources and guidance to lead by example,
get involved with the planning processes, and make changes in your own life or
business. The Plan website allows people to find the sections that most apply to them
with a single click. 

The Plan also uniquely addresses climate adaptation or “readiness” by providing a
menu of actions that governments and agencies in the Tahoe Region can take. This is
the first adaptation plan specific for Tahoe and one of the first and most detailed efforts
in the Sierra. 

Finally, the Plan includes the first complete greenhouse gas emissions inventory,
prepared by California Tahoe Conservancy, for the Lake Tahoe Basin. This inventory
includes breakdowns by state, county, and city and addresses wildfires and prescribed
burns. 

Alliance specific role

The Alliance is proud to provide our expertise in climate change planning, community
engagement and outreach, and collaborative work to the team that developed this Plan
and the Sustainability Collaborative. 

The Alliance drafted the Community Engagement chapter, collected public input on the
Plan through the LTSC, and provided input and advice on the entire Plan. We very
much support the “toolkit” approach and look forward to promoting the Plan and further
engaging the LTSC and the Tahoe community to focus on implementing sustainability
actions. 

The Alliance helped found the Collaborative in May 2012 with the mission to accelerate
a shift toward a healthier Tahoe-Truckee community, environment, and economy. This
year, the all volunteer group, comprised of over 120 members and supporters, is
breaking ground from the bottom up and bringing meaning to the power of grassroots
action with innovative projects.

In 2013, signature projects included the implementation of composting programs in two
elementary schools, bike lane and marking improvements on Highway 50, Pioneer
Trail, Venice, Black Bart, Ponderosa, and Eloise in South Lake Tahoe, Apache in
Meyers, and Lakeside Parkway by Douglas county, the advancement of bike safety in
the City in partnership with Caltrans, published a Sustainability Directory and
Speakers Bureau, provided the community review function for a Renewable Energy
Regional Planning Project, and a hosted a Regional Workforce Roundtable with 60
professionals from every workforce sector in the region. In addition to these local
projects, the LTSC worked with TRPA/TMPO and the Partnership for Sustainable
Communities to inform and review the recently published Sustainability Action Plan,

including a unique community engagement chapter. 

The Plan and the LTSC were funded in whole or in part through a grant awarded by the
California Strategic Growth Council. 

Please donate today to help us help the Sierra.

EVENT S

Wild and Scenic Film Festival

The Wild and Scenic Film Festival On Tour combines award winning environmental and
adventure films with the energy of local activism. Each year, we choose powerful
environmental and adventure films so that you are inspired to take further action
regarding issues that impact our environment, ourselves and our world. The 9th Annual
Wild & Scenic filmFestival On Tour - South Lake Tahoe is a benefit for the Sierra
Nevada Alliance. 

Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014
Place: MontBleu Resort Casino Spa, South Lake Tahoe, CA 
More Information: Click here for more information

http://www.rural-design.org/apply
http://www.placerlandtrust.org/news-detail.aspx?title=plt+is+hiring%3a+community+relations+manager&newsID=79
http://www.mapf.org/development-director-job-opening/
http://laketahoesustainablecommunitiesprogram.org/sustainability-action-plan/
thehttp://tahoe.ca.gov/index.aspx
http://sierranevadaalliance.givezooks.com/
http://imgur.com/jDsPx94
http://hosted.vresp.com/448944/43f5e620ef/1781500698/ba30c61940/
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Nevada Conservancy

Description: This position in the Mariposa office of the
SNC will involve learning about and engaging in the
Program Area work of the SNC in the Sierra Nevada
(Region). The SNC offers technical assistance and other
support for collaborative projects in partnership with
local government, nonprofit organizations and Tribal
entities that address the economic, environmental, and
social well being of the Region. This position will involve
learning about and assisting the Mt. Whitney Area team
with projects covering the SNC's Program Areas. 

Click here for more information

Location: Mariposa, CA

Position Opening: Forest and Wildlife
Monitor Intern - Sequoia Forestkeeper

Description: Sequoia ForestKeeper is seeking 2-3
summer interns to spend the summer in Sequoia
National Forest performing forest health monitoring.
Applicants must be prepared to camp in the forest for
most of the season. This is an excellent opportunity for

students who love the outdoors to get real experience in
field forest research. Students with knowledge of GIS
systems are strongly encouraged to apply, but it is not
necessary. Data will be used to ensure that decision
makers and the public are fully informed about the
potential effects of activities proposed for

implementation in Sequoia National Forest.

Click here for more information

Location: Kernville, CA

Resource: Your Warming World -
NewScientist

Description: The heat is on for the planet as a whole,
but what has been happening where you live? Check out
this interactive map, created by NASA’s Goddard
Institute for Space Studies, to find out. 
The initial map shows average temperatures over the
past 20 years; use the drop-down menu to see maps for
earlier periods.

Click here to see the map

More Information: Click here for more information

Eastern Sierra Land Trust Volunteer Orientation

Make a difference in your backyard! Join us at our Volunteer Orientation, and learn how
you can be involved in our restoration and stewardship work, event mailings, the
Sunflower Garden Project, and other exciting upcoming events. Both new and returning
volunteers are invited to attend; light refreshments will be provided. 

The success of our work to preserve the Eastern Sierra’s vital lands relies largely on
community support and involvement. Volunteers are at the heart of our organization.
As ambassadors, they generously donate their time and energy to help build support
for land preservation in future generations of Eastern Sierra residents and visitors. 

The Volunteer Orientation will cover background on ESLT’s mission and structure,
review upcoming volunteer opportunities, and address safety information. To RSVP, or
for more details, contact Ali, Education Coordinator and AmeriCorps member at (760)
873-4554 or: Alison@eslt.org 

Date:12-2pm Saturday, February 22, 2014
Place: ESLT Office 176 Home Street. Bishop, CA 
More Information: Click here for more information

Wildways Kickoff Party - Shasta Land Trust

The Shasta Land Trust's 2014 Wildways Kickoff Party will be held on February 22nd at
the Senior Citizens Hall in Redding! Doors open at 6pm. This will be your first chance
to buy tickets to our many Wildways event in 2014. This year our Wildways series of
events features a diverse array of adventures, parties and outings around the north
state. We'll have everything from guided hikes to unique wine tasting events, and you're
sure to want to join us for many of them! We want to thank the many volunteers that
will help make this Kickoff a magnificant evening! .

Date: February 22nd 
Place:Senior Citizens Hall, Redding, CA 
More Information: Click here for more information

COM IC  OF  T HE  MONT H

Newsletter contents prepared by Cody Bear. 
If you have articles, events or announcements that you would like included in

this newsletter or if you have feedback, please email
cody@sierranevadaalliance.org.

https://findjobs.ueijobs.com/applicants/jsp/shared/position/JobDetails_css.jsp
http://wfscjobs.tamu.edu/jobs/forest-and-wildlife-monitor-intern-california/
http://warmingworld.newscientistapps.com/about.html
http://hosted.vresp.com/448944/43f5e620ef/1781500698/ba30c61940/
http://eslt.org/Pages/Events.htm
http://eslt.org/Pages/Events.htm
http://www.shastalandtrust.org/index.php/component/content/article/61-wildways-kickoff-party
http://www.shastalandtrust.org/index.php/component/content/article/61-wildways-kickoff-party
mailto:cody@sierranevadaalliance.org


http://www.kcra.com/news/state-water-board-considers-50gallon-daily-limit/24549982
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2014/Feb/18/california-drought-as-seen-from-space-nasa-picture/
http://www.ucsusa.org/news/press_release/california-scientists-urge-emissions-reductions-0397.html
http://nation.time.com/2014/02/18/california-drought-national-weather-service-prediction/
http://grist.org/news/frackers-are-guzzling-water-in-drought-plagued-areas/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=Climate%2520Feb%252013&utm_campaign=climate
http://www.livescience.com/43457-habitat-range-change.html
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